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In	
  what	
  ways	
  is	
  silence	
  a	
  
psychological	
  phenomenon?



In	
  what	
  ways	
  is	
  silence	
  
a	
  social phenomenon?













Silence	
  in	
  Psychology





Contrary	
  to	
  what	
  we	
  tend	
  to	
  assume,	
  the	
  normal	
  
state	
  of	
  the	
  mind	
  is	
  chaos	
  …	
  when	
  we	
  are	
  left	
  
alone,	
  with	
  no	
  demands	
  on	
  attention,	
  the	
  basic	
  
order	
  of	
  the	
  mind	
  reveals	
  itself	
  …	
  Entropy	
  is	
  the	
  

normal	
  state	
  of	
  consciousness	
  — a	
  condition	
  that	
  is	
  
neither	
  useful	
  nor	
  enjoyable.

Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi



The untutored mind does not like to be 
alone with itself

Timothy	
  Wilson











There is a refusal to engage with the psychological 
other than through its location within language.

Lisa Blackman



unthought
known

Christopher Bollas



Learning one’s language is a form of 
original violence done to lived 
experience.

Andre	
  Gorz



articulations of all 
kinds have their 
necessary limits, given 
the structuring effects 
of what remains 
persistently 
inarticulable

Judith	
  Butler





Silence	
  in	
  Academia

Our	
  Silence	
  Experiments













(…)
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